
Economic & Commercial Commission  
Meeting Minutes – June 12, 2017 

 
 

Members Present     Members Not Present 
Curt Fiedler, chairman     Edgar Montalvo  
Jim Mohler      Yaser Elkayyal  
Dave Spedale      Staff  Present  
Dennis Reidy      Patrick Hoban, Economic Development Mgr. 
Chris Shoemaker     Kathy Congreve, Commission Secretary 
Robert Workman     Also Present 
Jay Walsh       Cynthia Berg, Trustee 
Dino Sanfillippo     Kristen Thirion, Village Clerk  
 
        
Chairman Fiedler called the June 12, 2017 Economic & Commercial Commission meeting to order at 
6:35 p.m. Introductions were made, as there were two new village representatives in attendance. There 
was a motion made by Dino Sanfillippo, seconded by Bob Workman, to approve the minutes from the 
May 8, 2017 ECC meeting; motion carried. There was a motion made by Bob Workman, seconded by 
Dino Sanfillippo, to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting; motion carried. 
 
Chairman’s Report –  
Curt reminded commissioners that recordings of the commission meetings are now posted on the website 
and available for public review. He stated that he and Patrick had asked the Village staff and the Village 
Attorney for clarification because many times there are details that want to be discussed at the meetings 
but there are things that developers want to be kept confidential. They asked if there was an opportunity 
for Executive Session in order to have more detailed conversations and were told that is not possible for 
commissions. So they will go into as much detail as possible for everyone’s knowledge, but there will be 
some items that are not ready to be shared yet. 
A commissioner asked Curt for further clarification, wondering if communications between village staff 
and commissioners and any documents or comments in emails should also be held to those FOIA 
standards and be open to the public; he stated yes. 
 
New Business/Old Business – 
Patrick stated that he and Curt had discussed what they could and couldn’t talk about at this point. 
Previously, they could discuss projects, ideas, and where things could go. Patrick mentioned that now if 
he mentioned that someone’s interested in a project, the press will grab it and print it. There was an 
incident of this once already when it was put out in a report. So they can’t publicly speak about anything 
that’s not ready to present, like an incentive on the line. So until it’s an item that’s ready to go to the 
board, he can’t really say who he’s talking to or mention the prospects that he’s working with. If the 
information is made public, there is a chance that developers’ competition will go in to do the deal before 
they do. 
Jay asked if the ECC is an “as is” Commission now; Patrick stated yes possibly, unless the village figures 
out a new roll for the ECC. Patrick stated that he had looked up what the purpose of the ECC was when 
the group was originally formed and it was to put real estate packages together. It then morphed into what 
businesses and projects should go where, which now can’t be discussed. All they can really discuss now 
is incentives, when they’re ready to come up. 
Jim noted that the Illinois Open Meetings Act has a list of exemptions of topics that can be talked about 
outside of a public meeting such as in Executive Session. He wondered why the commission is subject to 
the Open Meetings Act but can’t utilize any of the exemption that they feel are necessary. Curt agreed and 



stated that it handcuffs a lot of the ability that the commission used to have. He noted that there was a lot 
of positive outcomes from allowing things to be talked about freely. Now because of competition 
purposes they can’t allow that to happen anymore because opportunities could be lost. 
The topic of letter that commissioners received in the mail over the weekend came up. The letter stated 
that the village is looking to go into a different direction with the commissions. Curt asked Trustee Berg if 
she was aware of the letters that went out and asked if she had any clarification as to what the intent of 
those letters were. She deferred all questions to the Mayor or the Mayor’s office. She was also asked if 
there were any further details on commission structure; she stated none at this time. 
Dennis brought up the important benefits that the ECC brings to the village: transparency, input from the 
citizens, and education stating that the commissioners are ambassadors, carrying the message for things 
such as TIF benefits, etc. 
Curt agreed and added that the commission also helps with business retention, addressing problems, 
needs, and possible options. There is a lot of value in the commission and they just have to find the 
balance. 
 
Business Breakfast Recap –  
Patrick stated that in past years the RSVPs were as follows: 2014–262, 2015–254, 2016–239. And in 
2017 it was 168, which is a big drop. He stated that many of the people that were invited were at ICSC (a 
Vegas Real Estate Show), which was on the same date as the Business Breakfast. He noted that half of the 
award recipients were not present and that emphasized a lower participation; he recommended that next 
year they’ll only put up awards for those that will be present. Otherwise the program was well received. 
Recommendations for next year would be to have a positive message and a call to action. Also rethink 
having reserved tables; there were four reserved tables but there was no one sending people to them. And 
have a check-in at the door to get a full tally. The goal for next year will be to get the attendance up. 
 
Staff Report – 
Patrick reminded commissioners that the Community Development Department reports are available on 
the website. He reviewed some of the top projects from that report and stated that there are 107 active 
deals, 39 development projects, and 17 other in-house items. The topic of microbreweries was brought up 
and the point of saturation was addressed. It was discussed that we could be a destination for 
microbreweries and build on that. There is a lot of interest in Kmart, Central Middle School, South Street, 
and I-80/LaGrange hotels, but there was nothing he could discuss publicly. He attended the Brownfield 
Solar Farm conference in Chicago since there’s been some ideas offered up to use the Mental Health 
Center facility as a solar farm; he’s not sure yet if it’s the best use of that land. 
He also discussed the Business Retention Extension Plan that he wants to start up on. They will need to 
get another assistant in the Economic Development Department. That person could assist with the 
surveys, as they need one person to talk to businesses and the other to write down responses. 
 
Trustee Report –  
Although Trustee Berg was in attendance, she stated that she does not report to the commission; it is not 
known yet who is the trustee liaison for the commission. She did note that there are currently fifteen 
commissions, which is more than other communities. She’s not aware of when a commission restructure 
will take place but they might be condensed. Curt noted that we currently have one vacancy, due to 
Maurice’s resignation. 
 
Comments from the Public – none 
 
There was a motion made by Robert Workman and seconded by Jay Walsh, to adjourn the meeting. Vote 
by voice call. All were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 7:04 p.m. 


